
Don Ralph Leonard is an incoming Democratic U.S. Representative for Ohio’s 15th Congressional
District and a former professor of city and regional planning at The Ohio State University. For official
general election results, vote percentages, and district voting history, consult official election
authorities or Ballotpedia.

Academic Background and Early Career

Education. Leonard earned a B.A (2001) and an M.A. (2003) from the University of
Massachusetts, Lowell, followed by an M.A. and a Ph.D. in government from Cornell University
(2013).

Academic and Service Career. Prior to running for Congress, he worked as a professor of city
and regional planning at The Ohio State University and served as a U.S. Peace Corps volunteer in
South America.

2026 Campaign and Election

Protest Arrest. On March 28, 2026, Leonard was arrested during a "No Kings" protest in Grove
City, Ohio, and charged with violating a noise ordinance and obstructing official business; he stated
in October 2026 that the charges were later dropped.

Consult official election board resources for details on the 2026 primary election results, candidates,
campaign finance figures, and race forecasting.

Political Platform and Policy Stances

News reports from WOSU 89.7 NPR News and USA TODAY characterize Leonard as an anti-
establishment progressive who combines economic populism with left-leaning policy
goals:

Campaign Finance Reform. Leonard advocates for a 28th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution by
2028 to overturn the Citizens United Supreme Court decision, eliminate super PACs, and end
corporate personhood in political speech. He also supports banning congressional stock
trading.
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