In September 2026, the Government of Guyana and its Foreign Service finalized a landmark migration
cooperation framework with the United States. Grounded in pragmatic, "common-sense" diplomacy, the
arrangement addresses Guyana's domestic economic needs while maintaining strict national sovereignty. [1, 2, 3, 4]

Core Details of the Agreement

Targeted Relocation: Guyana has agreed to temporarily accept a limited number of vetted, non-criminal, and skilled
third-country nationals. These individuals will reside in Guyana while U.S. authorities finalize their immigration status.
(1l

Zero Cost to Guyana: Under the initial 12-month framework, the United States and the International
Organisation for Migration (IOM) will bear all financial and administrative costs. [1, 2]

Full Sovereignty and Vetting Rights: Foreign Secretary Robert Persaud confirmed that Guyana maintains absolute
veto power. The nation retains the sole discretion to review, accept, or reject any individual put forward by the U.S..
1,2 3]

Strict Limits: The arrangement caps incoming arrivals at a maximum of 12 people per month, with no rollover of
unused slots. A small initial cohort has already arrived after undergoing strict background checks. [1, 2]

Economic and Strategic Drivers

The Foreign Service framed these negotiations around Guyana's ongoing oil boom, which has triggered a severe
labor shortage. With an estimated domestic skills gap of 70,000 to 80,000 workers, accepting highly skilled, vetted
individuals is viewed as a practical solution to fulfill immediate development goals without burdening taxpayers. [1]

The pact is part of a broader, expanding bilateral partnership between the administration of President Irfaan Ali and
the U.S., which encompasses shared initiatives in energy, regional security, trade, and defense. [1]

Domestic Political Reaction

While the government champions the framework as a win-win, it has sparked sharp domestic debate. Opposition
members of parliament have pressed the executive branch for full transparency, demanding that the agreement be
officially presented to the National Assembly to ensure long-term legal accountability and public oversight. [1, 2, 3]
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