
During the 1997–1998 post-election crisis in Guyana, Opposition Leader Desmond Hoyte and his People’s National 
Congress (PNC) secured several major political concessions from the ruling People's Progressive Party/Civic 
(PPP/C). Following intense street protests and civil unrest challenging the December 1997 election victory of Janet 
Jagan, CARICOM intervened to broker the Herdmanston Accord on January 17, 1998, and the subsequent St. 
Lucia Statement in July 1998. [1, 2, 3, 4]

Through this timeline shift and diplomatic intervention, Hoyte obtained the following key concessions:

1. Truncated PPP/C Government Term

• The Concession: The Janet Jagan administration agreed to reduce its statutory five-year term in office by two years.
• The Impact: New national elections were constitutionally mandated to be held by January 2001 instead of 2002. [1, 

2]

2. Independent International Election Audit

• The Concession: The government agreed to an unprecedented, independent audit of the disputed December 15, 
1997, election results.

• The Impact: A CARICOM-appointed team scrutinized the voting data to address the PNC's allegations of systemic 
rigging. [1, 2]

3. Comprehensive Constitutional Reform

• The Concession: The establishment of a Constitution Reform Commission (CRC) tasked with redrafting sections 
of Guyana's constitution.

• The Impact: This directly led to the inclusion of structural changes designed to address ethnic insecurity and balance
parliamentary power. [1, 2, 3]

4. Creation of the Ethnic Relations Commission (ERC)

• The Concession: The genesis and formal commitment to establish a dedicated, independent body tasked with 
reviewing and mitigating racial discrimination. [1]

• The Impact: This addressed Hoyte's consistent campaigns against the perceived political exclusion and 
marginalization of Afro-Guyanese citizens. [1, 3]

5. Protected Legislative Entry (The St. Lucia Statement)

• The Concession: Enactment of special enabling legislation that permitted PNC parliamentarians to take up their 
seats in the National Assembly without penalty.

• The Impact: This resolved the political stalemate resulting from
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