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Norton refuses to make suggestions for 2026 budget - Kaieteur News

WHAT GUYANA NEEDS TO KNOW «
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LatesT  2rship will not alter oil trajectory, ease climate pressures = Banks DIH opens $13.7B beer plant = Norton refuses to make sugg

Norton refuses to make suggestions for 2026
budget
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...fears Govt. will steal, rebrand ideas

(Kaieteur News) — In light of government’s refusal to engage the A Partnership for National Unity
(APNU) on crafting a sound fiscal plan to manage the country, coalition leader, Aubrey Norton said
he will not issue any suggestions, as his ideas would be stolen and rebranded by the People’s
Progressive Party (PPP).

During a recent APNU press conference, Norton’s position was not only applauded, but sanctioned
by Member of Parliament (MP), Sharma Solomon who told reporters that the PPP is void of ideas.

“We are seeing elements of our manifesto at
present in policy initiatives of the People’s
Progressive Party... (it is) void of ideas, ﬁ *
absent of any understanding of how to put

together plans and policies. As such, you see ;;-
no need to put out the census, and as such, Faf
you see where you have manifestos and other
initiatives coming from political parties, such
as the APNU, are easily adopted by the
People’s progressive Party,” he said.
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APNU Leader, Aubrey Norton

Norton was asked to share his ideas to

address poverty, given his earlier comments on how the population remains affected. He however
explained that he has made recommendations in previous budgets which he does not wish to
regurgitate. Furthermore, the leader said the party’s manifesto provides a blueprint to rectify the
situation.

“I don’t want to, at this stage, put out our proposals. We are going to be speaking in parliament and
therefore we wouldn’t be saying now what it is we want. We'll leave it like that.”

Kaieteur News however pressed the former opposition leader to explain the reason for withholding
his suggestions since sharing his views at this juncture could benefit the people of Guyana. He
nonetheless maintained that sharing his budget suggestions could mean that government would take
his recommendation, and implement the policy under a new name.

“Like I've said to you, if they consult us, we will engage them and say to them what we need, but I'm
also saying to you, | became opposition leader in 2022. My first budget was 2023. We outlined it in
that. We outlined it in 2024. We outlined it in 2025. We outlined it in our manifesto,” he said about
policies to address poverty.

“The government doesn’t engage, because in their opinion, they will look as though they are taking
ideas from us, and | said, previously, if you were listening to me, that they would wait till it's over, and
then they will adopt what we say under a new name. Therefore, we have got to strategise on how,
we release what we release,” Norton added.

He pointed out that the government was “viciously opposed” to cash transfers but later had a change
of heart as the elections drew near.

To this end, he explained, “So it's not a case you are dealing with a rational government that will
compromise and cooperate, even if they agree with you, they are going to come later with a new
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Oil osession and power

Washington's Venezuela policy is no
fl rystery.tcircles, stalls and postures, [}
but always drifts back to oil. Donald
Trump says the quiet part aloud: rebuild
Venezuela's facilities and “keep the oil.”

That is not diplomacy; it is appetite
dressed as strategy. The Orinoco's vast
reserves have become an obsession,
blinding Washington to law, sovereignty
and consequence.

History warns against such intoxication.
Midas lost reason for gold; empires have
bled for less. The United States needs
oil to grease its economic and military
‘machine, but need does not confer
ownership.

With US. assets hovering in the
Caribbean and talk of taking
30-50 million barrels, this looks less
like partnership than instalment
payment under duress.

Middle East entanglements taught
costly lessons, yet the same logic returns
closer to home. Call it leverage, security
or realism - keeping another nation’s oil
is still extraction itself.
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