1/12/26, 9:52 AM

NEWS RADIO » EDITORIAL SPORTS LETTERS FEATURES/COLUMNISTS »

gn‘i&é&g

EUR

NEWS

Aubrey Norton gets a taste of his own medicine - Kaieteur News

WHAT GUYANA NEEDS TO KNOW «

PROTECT YOUR WALUABLE ASSETS..
BEFORE IT 15 TOO LATE.

CALL US FOR MORE INFORMATION!
HOTLINE: (592) 623-5038

Latest  ns for 2026 budget » Ram warns Govt. against excessive spending as oil prices likely to dip further = Cuba defiant after Tru

Aubrey Norton gets a taste of his own medicine

£ Jan 11, 2022 & Features / Columnists, Freddie Kissoon

Kaieteur News — Twice, Robert Corbin, about six years ago, told me that he was writing his memoir.
| don’'t know what stage it is at but if it hits the bookstores shortly, | hope it will not be 63 American
dollars as Rohee’s autobiography is.

Corbin’s book no doubt will perhaps carry more than one chapter on his tenure as leader of the
opposition. This columnist knows from very confidential sources in the PNC that the clash between
Corbin and Vincent Alexander was inevitable because Norton and Alexander did not accept Corbin’s
ascent to PNC leader.

Alexander challenged Corbin for the position, lost and subsequently withdrew from the PNC’s
anatomy and physiology. From the date of that withdrawal, Alexander told me years after, he did not
review his party membership. The quarrel between Corbin and Norton was bitter and the drama
ended up in the High Court.

It is Norton’s turn to taste the poison of those who think he should not be leader. Both Joe Harmon
and David Granger, out of deep conviction, did not accept the eligibility of Norton being leader.
Granger thought it would have been a natural process for Harmon. He was wrong because that
thought was based in his head and not from socialisation with the world of the PNC.

Granger had no idea of how disapproving the PNC world has been of him and Harmon. One of the
reason Basil Williams dropped out of the race is because he feared that he would have cut Norton’s
quota thus creating the possibility of a Harmon victory. Williams felt that he would be more
accommodated under Norton than Harmon. Of course, Williams is naive to think Norton wants him in
the PNC leadership again.

The PNC has arrived at history repeating itself. Two big PNC figures — Norton and Alexander — did
not embrace Corbin when he won. Two big PNC personalities — Granger and Harmon — will not
accept Norton as leader. It is doubtful that Harmon will be persuaded by the argument that the
bifurcation will hurt the PNC and thus Harmon should allow Norton to seat as parliamentary
opposition leader.

Harmon is going to argue that Norton is the last person to be selected to fertilise the field of unity.
Norton fought two leaders — Hoyte and Corbin — and must have been told at the time that his
confrontation did not help party unity. Harmon will ask why he must carry thoughts of reconciliation
and healing when Norton did not think like that when he was fighting down party leaders.

What is happening now and will drag on is the bifurcation will continue until the next election when
both Harmon and Norton will step down. Norton will lose the 2025 poll. That is a foregone
conclusion. The PNC will lose seats. At that time there will be calls for a brand new, young leader.
Norton will be 68 plus in 2025.

Harmon will not contest in 2025 and because of advanced age, will follow Granger in riding away
forever. Guyana’s academia will be poorer because all three men in writing about their time in politics
and in power will not admit that the PNC lost a genuine, golden, glorious opportunity in 2020 to win
the election.

They will write no doubt as they get older but the next generation will not be given some valuable
facts of history. It will be the same with Raphael Trotman and Khemraj Ramjattan. As age catches up
with them, the next generation will not receive any account from them as to why APNU+AFC lost the
election.

This is a scholarly tragedy. Perhaps the only person who will do it is Carl Greenidge. He can write
history and sociology with scholarly competence. His book, “Empowering a peasantry: The Case of
Land Settlement in Guyana, 1865-1985,” is fine stuff. See my December 12, 2019 column on
Greenidge’s book.

The current state of affairs within the PNC will play on. There will be further resignations as we see
from Simona Broomes. Volda Lawrence says she will still be around but she admits she is tired. All of
these developments can be traced back to March 2020.

The March 2020 election has devastated the nervous system of the PNC. It is no random occurrence
that over 60 percent of PNC congressional delegates on December 18, did not vote. Surely, if it was
just a 10 percent occurrence you could have argued that such a percentage was insignificant. But 60
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Oil obsession and power

Washington's Venezuela policy is no
fl oystery. t circles, stalls and postures,
but always drifts back to oil. Donald
‘Trump says the quiet part aloud: rebuild
'Venezuela's facilities and “keep the oil.”
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That is not diplomacy; it is appetite
dressed as strategy. The Orinoco's vast
reserves have become an obsession,
blinding Washington to law, sovereignty
and consequence.

History warns against such intoxication.
Midas lost reason for gold; empires have
bled for less. The United States needs
oil to grease its economic and military
‘machine, but need does not confer
ownership.

With US. assets hovering in the
Caribbean and talk of taking
30-80 million barrels, this looks less
like partnership than instalment
payment under duress.

Middle East entanglements taught
costly lessons, yet the same logic returns
closer to home. Call it leverage, security
or realism - keeping another nation’s oil

\ is still extraction itself. J‘
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