8/24/25, 2:32 PM GUYANA INDEPENDENCE BILL (Hansard, 29 April 1966)

We never met Mrs. Jagan. Later, we naturally discovered bits and pieces about what was going on in Guiana and
we discovered that Dr. Jagan's party was getting steadily weaker and that he was a little frightened himself about
putting anything to the test now.

In the old days, it was very much a question of negroes versus Indians and today it is quite true that there are
already far more Indians in the country than there are negroes, largely because they are breeding much faster. He
said that he had hoped to try to get the vote at 18, but he never bothered to come and put that suggestion forward
in Whitehall at that time. He said, and I believed him, that if there had been the vote at 18, he would probably
have got a complete majority, but another election is not due for another three years. It was suggested that it
should be four years but I think that the last Colonial Secretary felt that it would be wrong to alter that period
and he kept it at three years.
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