
GUYANA NEWS

Norton rejects interpretation of Blinken tweet that
opposition must be more constructive

By Stabroek News  July 29, 2023     

Subscribe for just 30¢ a day Log InSear

5/25/25, 10:24 AM Norton rejects interpretation of Blinken tweet that opposition must be more constructive - Stabroek News

https://www.stabroeknews.com/2023/07/29/news/guyana/norton-rejects-interpretation-of-blinken-tweet-that-opposition-must-be-more-constructive/ 1/18

https://www.stabroeknews.com/news/guyana/
https://www.stabroeknews.com/author/layout/
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=153770401312092&display=popup&href=https://www.stabroeknews.com/2023/07/29/news/guyana/norton-rejects-interpretation-of-blinken-tweet-that-opposition-must-be-more-constructive/%3Futm_source%3Dfacebookbtn%26utm_medium%3Dfacebook%26utm_campaign%3Dfacebook_share&redirect_uri=https://www.stabroeknews.com/2023/07/29/news/guyana/norton-rejects-interpretation-of-blinken-tweet-that-opposition-must-be-more-constructive/
fb-messenger://share?app_id=153770401312092&link=https://www.stabroeknews.com/2023/07/29/news/guyana/norton-rejects-interpretation-of-blinken-tweet-that-opposition-must-be-more-constructive/%3Futm_source%3Dfacebookmsgbtn%26utm_medium%3Dfacebook%26utm_campaign%3Dfacebook_send
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=Norton%20rejects%20interpretation%20of%20Blinken%20tweet%20that%20opposition%20must%20be%20more%20constructive%20https://www.stabroeknews.com/2023/07/29/news/guyana/norton-rejects-interpretation-of-blinken-tweet-that-opposition-must-be-more-constructive/%3Futm_source%3Dwhatsappbtn%26utm_medium%3Dwhatsapp%26utm_campaign%3Dwhatsapp_send
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Norton+rejects+interpretation+of+Blinken+tweet+that+opposition+must+be+more+constructive&url=https://www.stabroeknews.com/?p=721845&via=stabroeknews&related=stabroeknews
mailto:?subject=Norton%20rejects%20interpretation%20of%20Blinken%20tweet%20that%20opposition%20must%20be%20more%20constructive&body=I%20thought%20you%20would%20be%20interested%20in%20this%20article%20I%20found%20on%20Stabroek%20News%3A%20Norton%20rejects%20interpretation%20of%20Blinken%20tweet%20that%20opposition%20must%20be%20more%20constructive%20-%20https://www.stabroeknews.com/2023/07/29/news/guyana/norton-rejects-interpretation-of-blinken-tweet-that-opposition-must-be-more-constructive/%3Futm_source%3Demailbtn%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Demail_share
https://s1.stabroeknews.com/images/2023/07/1518-3.jpg
https://s1.stabroeknews.com/images/2023/07/1518-3.jpg
https://www.stabroeknews.com/2023/07/29/news/guyana/cyclist-dies-in-broad-st-accident/
https://www.stabroeknews.com/
https://www.stabroeknews.com/subscribers/register/
https://www.stabroeknews.com/wp-login.php


Opposition Leader Aubrey Norton on Thursday said that the interpretation
of a recent tweet by US Secretary of State, Anthony Blinken, that he must be
more constructive is wrong.

During his weekly press conference, Stabroek News questioned Norton
about the tweet from Blinken following a meeting between the two. The
tweet coming from Blinken stated “While visiting Georgetown, I met with
Guyanese opposition leader Aubrey Norton and learned about his vision for
Guyana. Constructive opposition is essential to a vibrant and stable
democracy.”

Asked about some interpreting the tweet as a call for more constructive
opposition from him and how he would respond to that, Norton said, that
the interpretation is “wrong” adding “You weren’t a part of the meeting so
you wouldn’t understand the vicissitudes of it”, he said.

Meanwhile, PPP/C General Secretary, Bharrat Jagdeo at his press conference
at Freedom House on Thursday also commented on the tweet stating that
“he (Norton) has a big issue about the use of the word constructive cause
the US seems to be telling him that you have to now be constructive, you
can’t be destructive versus constructive.”

Jagdeo then pointed out that “these are the same people when the US
would put a word called inclusive, would build a whole theory about the
word inclusive in any US statement saying that it is a criticism of the
Government of Guyana and that the US is telling us to include the
opposition, so this is the duplicity of the APNU for you.”

Jagdeo, also the Vice President, took the opportunity to highlight that the
PPP/C has used the word “inclusive” in their documents and manifesto
before the US’s statements, noting, “but it just speaks to how sensitive they
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are, APNU would be, particularly Norton, thin skin Norton to say he’s being
directed by the US now to be constructive.”

Meanwhile, at his press conference, Norton was also questioned about the
Reuters report titled “US Probing Exxon Contractor in Guyana for Smuggling
Drugs, Gold” dated July 14, 2023. In response, he said, “As it relates to the
Mohamed case, I read the report… I believe anybody who is in breach of law
should face the full force of the law but since I do not have the details at my
disposal I would say this… the police should investigate and determine
whether there is a credible case or not. I am in no position to pronounce
whether it is credible or not.”

Nazar Mohamed and Azruddin Mohamed issued a statement following the
report which they said was defamatory of their characters and reputations.

Norton was also asked whether his party has ever received financing from
the Mohameds. However, while he said that under his tenure they have not
received financing from the Mohameds, he added that it was also their
internal party business. “I am answering you on this occasion but I am not
disposed to discussing the party’s internal business at these forums”, he said.

He continued, “I can say without fear of contradiction that we are not
financed by any Mohameds, I don’t which Mohameds you are talking about
but no Mohamed that I know of contribute to our party.”

Further asked whether he would take financing from them in the future, he
said, “At present, we have not taken any money from any Mohameds. Who
we will take money from in the future is not a question I would want to
answer.”
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Norton then stated that while persons may offer assistance, as a party they
would not release this in public “when we know we have a vindictive
government that will seek to punish them, take away contracts, etc.”

He said he wished not to continue “down that road because of the nature of
the political beast we are dealing with.”

When Jagdeo was asked the same question, he said: “We may have received
but I don’t think it is any different or on any scale that is different from
anyone else”. He said that as General Secretary he is not responsible for
collecting money.

“You pay your money at Freedom House and you collect your receipt”, he
added.

He reiterated that Guyana has not received any notification from the US that
the “Mohameds are involved in anything”.

Jagdeo added: “We have not asked the Mohammeds for any money and we
don’t expect them to give us any money, and even if they have given us
money in the past it’s not a magnitude that is different from any other
ordinary people”, he said.

“If anyone donates to the PPP with the hope that they can do something
illegal and bypass the system or get a free pass, they are sadly mistaken”, he
declared.
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Cuban woman stabbed to death, mother’s partner in
custody
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Man gets two years after falsely promising gov’t contracts2

DIDCO’s Friendship waterfront property was sold to
‘Bramma’
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Excavation causes poles on East Coast Embankment road to
fall
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Truckers continue to decry loss of work to Chinese-linked
operators
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National Assembly adopts motion denouncing Venezuela’s
election plan

6

Thousands gather at Anna Regina rally to reject Venezuelan
aggression

7

Randy Jagdeo charged with inciting persons to commit
treason

8

Private Sector Commission collected $30m for Mahdia
dorm fire relief but didn’t spend it

9

MORE IN GUYANA NEWS

AG’s Chambers rejects criticism of oil spill prevention bill 8 h ago

DIDCO’s Friendship waterfront property was sold to ‘Bramma’ 8 h ago

Thousands gather at Anna Regina rally to reject Venezuelan aggression 8 h ago

Indian Parliamentary delegation due today 8 h ago
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Join the discussion…

WILLIE

Reply

−
2 years ago

That will be a very difficult task for my leader Norton to do, this is asking him to do a

complete 180 degrees change of his position on issues from being Destructive to being

constructive.

1 0

rs dasai

Reply

−>WILLIE

2 years ago

willie.

a la Pato, de man wutlis.

0 0

Gtloyal

Reply

−
2 years ago edited

"Constructive opposition is essential to a vibrant and stable democracy.”

This is Biden the diplomat speaking to the government as he advises the opposition.

The PPP souplings are missing the message in the language of diplomacy.

This is a call for a "vibrant and stable democracy (obviously because he does not see one),

that would permit a constructive opposition.

As Benjamin Disraeli once said: "No Government can be long secure without a formidable

Opposition."

And Aubrey, the PPP attacks and distructive criticism here are not necessarily negative. The

moment they start saying, "this is a good chap" it's because you're not doing what you're

there for. So, you're the man on the job, do your thing. Maybe some day you'll even have my,

for now neutral, support.

This is another comment going against the PPP trend. Will it be the sixth removed today?

0 0

Andy Andrew

Reply

−
2 years ago

Yes, we should try to cooperate with the govt. where possible for the good of all Guyanese.

0 0



⥅

⥅

⥅

⥅
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KD

Reply

−
2 years ago

Mr. Norton,

Next time take your time and develop a press worthy delivery to put out some of the

concerns discussed or say nothing at all!

People are looking for statesman leadership right now. Maybe you could call jaggy over and

find something y'all could champion 🏆 together and talk up inclusion lil bit!

What are the chances? 👍

0 0

gerry

Reply

−
2 years ago

Mr Norton

Allow me to throw in me three cents. Mr Blinkin read your files. The powers to be has detailed

investigative information on all of you that are relevant

Mr Blinken simply saw you in person for the first time putting a human person to the files. Mr

Blinkin after meeting you felt compelled to say what he said. It's not the end of the world. You

and your inner circle should be thankful for what was said. Take under advisement and reset

the rudder. There is honor in been seen as the one who takes advice and improves on their

standing. Nothing worse than one that does not heed.

Take the pulse of honest ones around you and the Apnu base. You Mr Norton have serious

work to do in Apnu becoming a serious force in the upcoming elections. Time is of essence.

The opportunity to steal in being given to you

Reset the rudder make positive changes Focus

0 0

KD

Reply

−
2 years ago

As apposed to being ideological all of the time! 🤫

0 0

rs dasai

Reply

−
2 years ago

Not destructive.

0 0

Duglar −
2 years ago
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Reply

y g

I must admit my leader making lots of mistakes. Somebody should tell ee that for em to

make good deal he gatta talk to the man and shake ee haan. Shake it baby!

⛺
1 0

Devanand Bhagwan

Reply

−
2 years ago

Aubrey Norton appeared quite silly when he was levelling all kinds of accusations against the

govt while at the same time refused to indicate how he was a huge part of the problem with

regards to inclusion.

Just imagine - he was in the company of the President - who literally reached out to him, and

the 'good' opposition leader refused - several times! Can you imagine?

0 0

Dr. W. C. Star

Reply

−
2 years ago edited

This simple phrase, " Constructive opposition " has a lot of vicissitudes. Can always learn a

thing or two.

It is my interpretation of what Guyana will call, " behave y'all selves " or do not bully or play "

ruction " !!!!

" Take warning, you better take warning .... "

1 0

Dr. Victor

Reply

−> Dr. W. C. Star

2 years ago

It appears you are the only one who really understands the series of events that has

cause Mr Blinken to speak to the 3 kids A, B, and N on the block

0 0

Surujpaul Rampersaud

Reply

−> Dr. W. C. Star

2 years ago

“ Constructive Opposition” does not mean that the Opposition is counter

progressive. I interpret it to mean that the Opposition should support measures

taken for the general good. At the same time the Opposition should vociferously

oppose any and all measures that violate the freedom and rights of citizens

This definitely means it must never be opposition for opposition sake.

1 0

Dr. Victor −> Surujpaul Rampersaud

2 years ago edited

That's not in the pppc game plan , or any dictator's plan ,

E if th t i ibl f f l ti d i

⥅

⥅

⥅

⥅

⥅
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Reply

Even if the government is responsible for wrongful actions and you voice

your displeasure the said gov will brand you , no contracts and the pitbulls

will come after you (C and K ) those pitbulls are after Glen, SN, snapping at

their 🦶🦶

0 0

COL123

Reply

−
2 years ago

Aubrey Norton is done.

0 0

Radar21reformed

Reply

−
2 years ago

The problem with the opposition is they believe their own lies.

2 0

Orin Peters

Reply

−> Radar21reformed

2 years ago

Ha they just like you with the NONSENSE you always posting. LOL

0 0

−This comment was deleted. −

Ben Khan

Reply

−> Guest

2 years ago

They just cannot find one. Even some of their lawyers

do not understand the English language, properly.

0 0

pollard

Reply

−> Ben Khan

2 years ago

Nothing comes out of the mouth of Leadership or grassroots and in

between its not English,Jamicans say Guyanese do not speak English

Nigeran says too they do not understand what language Guyanese

speaks.

0 0

Shane Persaud

Reply

−
2 years ago

Vicissitudes???

0 0

⥅

⥅

⥅

⥅

Avata

⥅

⥅

⥅
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Al Fernandes

Reply

−
2 years ago

That is diplomatic language, Aubrey. Read BETWEEN the lines.

4 0

Dr. W. C. Star

Reply

−> Al Fernandes

2 years ago edited

Him is a street fighter. Him reads only the LINES.

There were crowds on the streets that stoned President Janet Jagan's motorcade in

the late Nineties. Some knows not diplomatic language, only things set in concrete

and stone !

4 0

Nailer59

Reply

−
2 years ago

That's true Mr Norton, we were not at that meeting, but I know that you are not a

constructive opposition leader. The corruption and mismanagement of the PPP requires a

leader who is focused and can engage the Guyanese people. You are not that person.Resign.

0 0

Orin Peters

Reply

−> Nailer59

2 years ago edited

Well said. A leader like Carl.B .Grenidge ,a person who was respected by the

INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITIES ,A PERSON WHO REPRESENTED GUYANA AT THE

INTERNATIONAL WORLD COURT WITH THE VENEZUELA AND GUYANA PROBLEM

and by the way they did the same thing to WINSTON MURRAY ,with all them jokers

like GRANGER and HARMON.

0 0

fmguycan

Reply

−
2 years ago

Regardless of the vicissitudes, plain and simple constructive engagement is needed.

I am really disappointed in dis chap.

What is em doing for that fat salary.

2 0

2BEAK −
2 years ago

The US must not meddle in Guyana's politics or it's economy as it's Democracy will address

any defects. US Blinken must keep his blinken nose out of Guyana.

⥅

⥅

⥅

⥅

⥅

⥅
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Reply1 0

COL123

Reply

−> 2BEAK

2 years ago

He he he..and how you plan to do dat Beakie...wid sling shots...

1 0

2BEAK

Reply

−> COL123

2 years ago

Easy, dis lawyer have no idea of tactical Warfare or Imperial Management

and control of the Empire America. Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi have

already told him to Shut Up in Norway.

0 0

Al Fernandes

Reply

−> 2BEAK

2 years ago

Ah shucks!

0 0

2BEAK

Reply

−> Al Fernandes

2 years ago edited

See article,

1. By Tyler Durden titled, "Escobar: The Russian-Global South Connection -

Africa as a Strategic Partner" and,

2. See article titled, "Niger coup leader declares himself president"

Ah shucks, the West get most of it's FREE Uranium supplies for Electric

Power and Aircraft Carriers from Niger and Mali both now no longer

Western Military occupation.

Try and get some candles and Windmills but not to be treated as the Don

Quote of WEF Zero CO2 by 2030.

1 0

Muhammad Raoof −
2 years ago

"Norton rejects interpretation of Blinken tweet that opposition must be more constructive"

Whatever Norton, you definitely need to stop your still strategy and become more

CONSTRUCTIVE.

We don't need Blinken to tell us that.

Norton you will be recorded as our worst opposition Leader.

⥅

⥅

⥅

⥅

⥅
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Reply

I once in error give that distinction to Lil Joe NOT knowing that Norton was coming right

behind.

I've been around the block a couple of times and have never seen an opposite to the position

like Norton.

Norton at our stage of development we need a viable opposition, not a jokey one But an

Opposition that have vision and policies that geared to uplift your own constituency.

In closing I'm gonna add that " snitching" is not a constructive strategy.

3 0

Proximo

Reply

−>Muhammad Raoof

2 years ago

Correction. He passed Lil Joe faster than the speed of light.

1 0

KD

Reply

−> Proximo

2 years ago

😹🤗ya ga me belly wuk!

1 0

COL123

Reply

−
2 years ago

Lord , thank you for all the vicissitudes ...Let me hit at least four birdies to day at the golf

course today . I promise to buy couple rounds of brew also...

5 0

WRodney

Reply

−> COL123

2 years ago

If you drink Brew and pissing on the course DONT shake to people around!

1 0

COL123

Reply

−>WRodney

2 years ago

Funny..All the course I play would have a bathroom stop...they are

sophisticated ladies too on the course, and their bathroom is usually

cleaner and doesn't smell...yeah..I use the female bathroom on the golf

course.

1 0

WRodney −> COL123

2 years ago

Don’t let the Dr who wrote about we gay. Read this. Lol

⥅

⥅

⥅

⥅

⥅

⥅
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Reply1 0

2BEAK

Reply

−> COL123

2 years ago edited

For more evolving issue ignored by MSM see,

1. Article titled, "Russia's African Summit a Timely Milestone on the Road to

Multipolar World"

After about 2000 years Western hegemonic colonial Imperialism can no longer

keep Africa Down any longer. And,

2. See article by Tyler Durden titled, "Escobar: The Russian Global South Connection

- Africa as a Strategic Partner".

2 0

Proximo

Reply

−> COL123

2 years ago

And how many eagles?

1 0

COL123

Reply

−> Proximo

2 years ago

It's illegal to hit eagles...he he...but I had two so far...it's easier to do under

6.000 yards as a driver and a three wood can get you on , depending on

wind conditions....but I hit from above 6400 yds usually.

0 0

WRodney

Reply

−
2 years ago

Bro, the “white man” telling you in politics, you have to HANDSHAKE or you NOT FIT and

Prappa to lead sheep!!

3 0

Proximo

R l

−
2 years ago edited

Norton's vision for Guyana is to keep the PNC out of political power forever. Will call all

losses a great thing (MGGA) until all is lost. He will certainly build on the losses. Even here,

he is given some advice and he defaults to using a word (vicissitudes) that nobody knows

what it means in trying to make people understand.

Vicissitudes: "change of circumstances or fortune"

How does one get vicissitudes of a meeting? Which circumstance or fortune changed during

the meeting? I dare not suggest what happened during the meeting.

2 0

⥅

⥅

⥅

⥅

⥅

⥅
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−
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'Blinken, that he must be more constructive is wrong'.... Norton, Blinken is a diplomat, he was

trying to be courteous he wants to maintain a rapport with you.

Mr. Norton, when you met Blinken, your smile was pleasant, your handshake was firm, your

posture was gentlemanly but it's when you presented your “dossier” with your childish

grievances of the PPP, some doubts began to form about your competency, but it was until

you opened your mouth that all doubts were erased...Norton you are one incompetent son of

Guyana...
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Interpretation of plainly written laws in the Guyana Constitution is arduous for the best

lawyers in the PNC. However, this tweet needs no interpretation. Aubrey Norton wouldn't

accept a lecture from a whiteman whose government installed the PPP Gov't.

BLINKEN: A CONSTRUCTIVE VISION IS ESSENTIAL TO A VIBRANT AND STABLE

DEMOCRACY.

MEANING: YOU, AUBREY NORTON, DOES NOT SHARE SUCH A VISION.

NORTON: WHAT?
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Mr Rahaman ,as a lawyer this is my question to you DO YOU THINK FOR HISTORY

SAKE ANOTHER GUYANESE WILL SIT ON THE WORLD COURT OR BECOME A

COMMONWEALTH SEC GENERAL ,may I remind you sir a DICTATOR according to

you name BURNHAM achieve that,and who in the ppp can or has the ability to do

same.
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If anyone wants to interpret what constructive opposition means just look up constructive

criticism. There’s actually nothing to interpret here.
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Orin Peters −> BuxtonSpice
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WELL SAID I think no one on this blog site can say it better knowing the way they
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WELL SAID, I think no one on this blog site can say it better knowing the way they

think.
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