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5/25/25, 10:24 AM Norton rejects interpretation of Blinken tweet that opposition must be more constructive - Stabroek News
Opposition Leader Aubrey Norton on Thursday said that the interpretation
of a recent tweet by US Secretary of State, Anthony Blinken, that he must be
more constructive is wrong.

During his weekly press conference, Stabroek News questioned Norton
about the tweet from Blinken following a meeting between the two. The
tweet coming from Blinken stated "While visiting Georgetown, | met with
Guyanese opposition leader Aubrey Norton and learned about his vision for
Guyana. Constructive opposition is essential to a vibrant and stable
democracy.”

Asked about some interpreting the tweet as a call for more constructive
opposition from him and how he would respond to that, Norton said, that
the interpretation is "wrong” adding “"You weren't a part of the meeting so
you wouldn’t understand the vicissitudes of it", he said.

Meanwhile, PPP/C General Secretary, Bharrat Jagdeo at his press conference
at Freedom House on Thursday also commented on the tweet stating that
"he (Norton) has a big issue about the use of the word constructive cause
the US seems to be telling him that you have to now be constructive, you
can't be destructive versus constructive.”

Jagdeo then pointed out that “these are the same people when the US
would put a word called inclusive, would build a whole theory about the
word inclusive in any US statement saying that it is a criticism of the
Government of Guyana and that the US is telling us to include the
opposition, so this is the duplicity of the APNU for you.”

Jagdeo, also the Vice President, took the opportunity to highlight that the
PPP/C has used the word “inclusive” in their documents and manifesto
before the US's statements, noting, “but it just speaks to how sensitive they
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are, APNU would be, particularly Norton, thin skin Norton to say he’s being
directed by the US now to be constructive.”

Meanwhile, at his press conference, Norton was also questioned about the
Reuters report titled “US Probing Exxon Contractor in Guyana for Smuggling
Drugs, Gold” dated July 14, 2023. In response, he said, “As it relates to the
Mohamed case, | read the report... | believe anybody who is in breach of law
should face the full force of the law but since | do not have the details at my
disposal | would say this... the police should investigate and determine
whether there is a credible case or not. | am in no position to pronounce
whether it is credible or not.”

Nazar Mohamed and Azruddin Mohamed issued a statement following the
report which they said was defamatory of their characters and reputations.

Norton was also asked whether his party has ever received financing from
the Mohameds. However, while he said that under his tenure they have not
received financing from the Mohameds, he added that it was also their
internal party business. “I am answering you on this occasion but | am not
disposed to discussing the party's internal business at these forums”, he said.

He continued, "l can say without fear of contradiction that we are not
financed by any Mohameds, | don’t which Mohameds you are talking about
but no Mohamed that | know of contribute to our party.”

Further asked whether he would take financing from them in the future, he
said, "At present, we have not taken any money from any Mohameds. Who
we will take money from in the future is not a question | would want to
answer.”
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Norton then stated that while persons may offer assistance, as a party they
would not release this in public “when we know we have a vindictive
government that will seek to punish them, take away contracts, etc.”

He said he wished not to continue “down that road because of the nature of
the political beast we are dealing with.”

When Jagdeo was asked the same question, he said: “"We may have received
but | don't think it is any different or on any scale that is different from
anyone else”. He said that as General Secretary he is not responsible for
collecting money.

"You pay your money at Freedom House and you collect your receipt”, he
added.

He reiterated that Guyana has not received any notification from the US that
the “"Mohameds are involved in anything”.

Jagdeo added: “We have not asked the Mohammeds for any money and we
don’t expect them to give us any money, and even if they have given us
money in the past it's not a magnitude that is different from any other
ordinary people”, he said.

“If anyone donates to the PPP with the hope that they can do something
illegal and bypass the system or get a free pass, they are sadly mistaken”, he
declared.
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1 Cuban woman stabbed to death, mother’s partner in
custody

2 Man gets two years after falsely promising gov't contracts

3 DIDCO'’s Friendship waterfront property was sold to
‘Bramma’

4 Excavation causes poles on East Coast Embankment road to
fall

5 Truckers continue to decry loss of work to Chinese-linked
operators
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National Assembly adopts motion denouncing Venezuela's
election plan

Thousands gather at Anna Regina rally to reject Venezuelan
aggression

Randy Jagdeo charged with inciting persons to commit
treason
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Private Sector Commission collected $30m for Mahdia
dorm fire relief but didn't spend it
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AG's Chambers rejects criticism of oil spill prevention bill shago

DIDCO'’s Friendship waterfront property was sold to ‘Bramma’ sh ago

Thousands gather at Anna Regina rally to reject Venezuelan aggression shago

Indian Parliamentary delegation due today shago
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