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The police killing of a bystander during protests in Linden yesterday over the
fatal shooting of a man by a cop on Monday, triggered widespread riotous
behaviour during which the Mackenzie-Wismar Bridge was blocked with
debris, fires set and missiles hurled at law enforcers.

In a bid to quell the situation, President Irfaan Ali flew to the town by
helicopter, met with the aggrieved families and promised a full probe by the
Regional Security System (RSS).

Keon Fogenay, a 32-year-old bystander known as “Dan,” became the second
casualty in Linden’s escalating crisis yesterday, fatally shot amidst clashes
between protestors and police. His death fuelled further the fiery protests,
which had been raging for over 12 hours and which  erupted after the
disputed police killing of 21-year-old Ronaldo Peters on Monday. The mining
town was yesterday gripped by grief and anger, its streets scarred by
violence and critical infrastructure paralyzed by the unrest. Both Fogenay and
Peters originated from Wismar’s Buck Ville area.

Ali arrived in Linden yesterday  around 6:00 pm and convened meetings at
Watooka House even as unrest continued in another part of town and
teargas was fired.

The President first addressed a crowd before meeting privately with the
bereaved families. Protests continued after his departure over an hour later.

“I’m here to listen to you, to talk to you, and to assure you on a few things,”
President Ali declared, offering condolences. He made a pledge regarding
the investigation: “This incident will be independently investigated. The RSS
will be involved… every single circumstance… every single activity, everything
will be investigated by the RSS… and the outcome of their investigation,
whatever recommendation… you could be assured that we will be working
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with those outcomes.” He
emphasized the importance
of independent oversight to
ensure impartiality.

The President stressed his
primary purpose was
engaging the families
directly. “The discussion with
the families… that is the most
important thing; to listen to
the family and for us… to
bring calm to our society.”
While appealing for calm, he
also deplored the
destruction: “There is no
reason why we must be
destroying infrastructure,
destroying property – that

does not help people.”

The President’s arrival, however, revealed underlying tensions regarding the
impetus for his visit. Linden Mayor Sharma Solomon publicly challenged the
President’s narrative. While Ali stated he came immediately upon hearing the
families wished to see him (“I said I’m dropping everything and I’m coming”),
Solomon asserted that the visit only occurred after the families, supported by
him, refused an initial offer relayed by Deputy Com-missioner Simon McBean
and a GDF representative for them to travel to Georgetown. “At the
insistence of the families you’re here,” Solomon interjected pointedly during
Ali’s address. The President maintained he acted on direct communication
with the families.

Yesterday morning when the police were advancing to the protestors
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Keep the peace

Following the private meetings,
a live-streamed statement
featured Ronaldo Peters’ cousin
expressing cautious optimism:
“We are fully engaging with His
Excellency and you guys should
keep the peace in Linden here…
the President has pledged his
full support… and justice will be
served.” President Ali later
reaffirmed his commitment to
an independent probe and
ensuring support for the
families and injured officers.

The unrest, which began
simmering on Monday evening and boiled over violently throughout
yesterday, transformed familiar Linden streets into volatile confrontation
zones. Enraged residents, demanding accountability for Peters’ death,
erected barricades across key roadways in Wismar and other areas. Debris –
tires, wood, and refuse – was piled high and set ablaze, sending plumes of
acrid smoke into the air while effectively severing access, most notably
blocking the critical Wismar-Mackenzie Bridge. The trestle being used for the
construction of the second Wismar to Mackenzie bridge was also rendered
inaccessible. As a consequence of the instability, SN understands and
witnessed through live broadcasts that workers from the China Railway
Construction Corporation Caribbean Co. Ltd., involved in the new bridge
project, departed the area, though sources emphasized they were not
directly targeted. Persons were also seen driving away with the machines left
by the Chinese workers.

A protester with a police shield
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Throughout Tuesday, chaotic scenes unfolded as protesters clashed
repeatedly with police officers attempting to clear the blockades and restore
order. The Guyana Police Force reported that its ranks were met with a
barrage of “missiles,” including rocks and other projectiles, witnessed by a
Stabroek News (SN) reporter, hurled at both officers and police vehicles.
Several police vehicles sustained visible damage, including shattered
windows and dents. In a dramatic turn, protesters reportedly managed to
seize a police riot shield during one skirmish. Amidst the turmoil, reports
surfaced of damage occurring at the Mackenzie Hospital, though the extent
remains unclear.

The human cost of the clashes mounted significantly. Beyond the two
fatalities, numerous civilians and police officers sustained injuries. Reports
indicated civilians suffered wounds consistent with buckshot or pellets fired
by police. The police force confirmed that Gazetted police officers were
among the injured requiring medical attention.

The official police narrative surrounding Peters’ death, detailed in a press
release issued on Tuesday, states that around 5:30 pm Monday, a Wismar

One of the shotgun cartridge recovered by the protestors
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Police Station Sergeant
received intelligence that Peters
– allegedly wanted for
questioning related to an
alleged statutory rape reported
between December 2024 and
January 2025 – was present at
Shabba Bar, One Mile, Wismar.

According to this police
account, the Sergeant,
accompanied by another rank,

proceeded to the location. The
Sergeant carried his 9mm
service pistol, the other rank a
.38 service revolver, and both
were, according to the release,
“fully dressed in uniform.”
Upon spotting the officers,
Peters allegedly fled,
attempting to scale a nearby
fence. The Sergeant claims he
intercepted Peters, pulling him
off the fence. It was allegedly
“in the process of subduing
him” that the Sergeant’s
service pistol, held in his right
hand, discharged, striking
Peters. He was rushed to
Mackenzie Public Hospital but
tragically died while

One of the 9mm shells recovered by the protestors

Protesters at Linden yesterday
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undergoing treatment. A subsequent examination found a single circular
wound on the right side of his lower abdomen.

This official sequence of events, however, stands in stark contrast to the
accounts provided by distraught family members and purported
eyewitnesses, raising serious questions about the police report’s accuracy,
particularly the claim officers were in uniform. Available CCTV footage
reportedly contradicts the police assertion regarding uniforms.

Just pull up

A cousin of Peters provided SN with a harrowing alternative account: “The
police just pull up in a black Lethem bus today, without any police clothes or
anything… The young man was sitting outside a bar next to one mile school
opposite the nursery school. They just shot him drag him and just put him in
the vehicle.” This witness further alleged the police vehicle circled the area
with the wounded Peters inside before finally proceeding to the hospital, by
which time, the witness believed, it was too late. “They didn’t even identify
themselves,” the cousin lamented. “It had no reason for him to shoot he…
Just in a black bus and shoot he, that was the behaviour.”
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Peters’ family expressed profound shock and disbelief, particularly regarding
the alleged rape accusation, which they stated they had never heard before
the police report. “Me stepson is nah no rape man,” insisted Keeno Glasgow
to SN yesterday, Peters’ stepfather. “I never hear duh yet… why the police
didn’t put it out?” Glasgow, a small businessman, recounted the devastating
moment the news arrived. His wife, Peters’ mother, was peeling plantains
when the phone rang. “She just holla and drop down… she pregnant and she
drop down and wasn’t catching herself… saying something happen to my
son.” The shock sent her to the hospital with dangerously high blood
pressure. Glasgow described his stepson as a “cool person,” a painter who
worked every day and wasn’t involved in trouble. “He should have arrested
him, they didn’t need to shoot him… they could have shot him on his foot… I
gotta get justice for this.”

Mary Benjamin, Peters’ aunt, painted a similar picture of a young man
focused on his future. Peters lived with her while working locally as a painter
and compound worker. He had recently acquired land from his father and

Debris from burnt tyres
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had already laid the foundation for a house for himself and his child’s
mother. His baby is just one year and three months old. “Who is going to
take her to day care? Who is going to take care of her? Who is going to
help?”  Benjamin cried, emphasizing Ronaldo was only 21 years old,
correcting earlier reports stating different ages. “He has no criminal record…
If he was a bad person I wouldn’t have had him staying here… I could row
with Naldo one hour straight he would never answer me back.” The manner
of his handling after being shot particularly horrified her: “When they done
shoot my nephew they drag him like an animal, like a dog… he is not a dog.”
The sentiment in the neighbourhood, she added, reflected this view: “The
neighbour, the pastor wife said man Ronaldo? Everybody everybody, loved
him.” His father was desperately trying to make his way out from the interior
(Cuyuni/Bartica) to reach Linden.

A screengrab of persons pelting bricks at the GPF vehicle
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As protests raged yesterday, the violence claimed its second victim: Fogenay,
32. His brother, Joshua George, conveyed the shock and circumstances
surrounding his death to SN. Fogenay, George explained, had only just
arrived in Linden from Georgetown that day. “Meen see me brudda long
now… we deh up here all morning and meen see he,” George said, indicating
Fogenay likely encountered the unfolding protest shortly after arriving. “He
mussy see wuh going on and he stop by twin head corner and like he jump
off the bike… All they tell me is that the police shoot me brother and he’s
dead.”

Fogenay was reportedly shot in the right eye. George alleged the fatal shot
came from a specific officer. He noted that 9mm casings, suggestive of live
ammunition rather than pellets or rubber bullets, were found on the ground
near the scene. George asserted there was no pre-existing conflict between
his brother and the cop in question. He also shared that earlier in the day,
before the fatal shooting, he had witnessed the policeman “shooting up” and
had personally tried to ease tensions by offering water to the police, an offer
Primus allegedly discouraged others from accepting. Fogenay, a father of
four, was described as simply being in the wrong place at the most tragic
time. “I need justice and the police dem need to go to jail,” George
demanded, expressing frustration with a system where officers implicated in
wrongdoing are often merely transferred. He pointedly questioned how the
officer involved in Peters’ death was even present, alleging that officer had
previously killed someone in Georgetown. “Is shoot he kill a person in town
and is how he reach up hay, and (he)  come and shoot up me brother,” he
stated bitterly.

The Guyana Police Force, facing mounting pressure and escalating violence,
stated in its release that officers “discharged rounds at the crowd to mitigate
the situation”. The force announced the arrests of the ranks involved in the
initial incident (Peters’ shooting) and the launch of an internal investigation
by the Office of Professional Responsibility (OPR).
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Speaking with SN, MP Amanza Walton-Desir, having engaged with police on
the ground earlier, continued to call for de-escalation tactics and an end to
the use of lethal force.

As night fell over Linden on Tuesday, the intensity of the protests seemed to
subside somewhat, but the situation remained volatile. The Wismar-
Mackenzie Bridge was still reported blocked up to press time.

Yesterday’s protest was reminiscent of an eruption in July 2012 when the
police shot three protesters dead leading to a weeks-long blockade  of the
bridge.
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My take on this whole disastrous "sad" happening is that it was orchestrated by those who

wished to used the situation to create mayhem and political strife within the country.
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Let me start out by saying violence begot violence and it never brings peace all it does is

traumatized family and communities. If nothing else history has thought us is that

traumatized society don't progress and every Guyanese at home or abroad can safely say

Guyana has not progress in the last 59 years

The violence display by members of the GPF can only happen because they feel they have

political coverage and the fact that no one was held accountable for the Death of three

people on Linden Bridge not so long ago gives the Divisional Commanders all assurance that

he has no reason to account for such atrocities under his command.

If indeed the President of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana is concerned remove the

Divisional Commanders the buck stopped with him and start an investigation
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Dear Staff writers: In your first featured photograph, you wrote -

" the police were advancing to the protestors."

From where I sit west of the Allegheny Mountains, the police are ill-protected,with each hiding

for cover next to or begind each other.

Although moving in another direction should never be construed as retreating, your picture

reveals the police are half-stepping,with no intention in reaching an enraged and hostile crowd.

"Solomon asserted that the visit only occurred after the families, supported by him, refused

an initial offer relayed by Deputy Com-missioner Simon McBean and a GDF representative for

them to travel to Georgetown."

If true, I support Mayor Soloman sage advise to the families of the deceased -

stand and fight rather than travel to GT to engage in a grip and grin session.

0 0

Pouderoyen Man

Reply

−
16 days ago

The RSS AGAIN Mr Ali ?.

You had promised the Guyanese people that a full report of the RSS finding will be published

in regards to Sergeant Deon Bascom alligation about the police accepting ""30"' MILLION $$

to covered up the Murder of Ricardo Fagundes "PAPER SHORTS" on Main Street.

All that was said from the Minister Of Home Affairs was:- THE RSS FOUND NO EVIDENCE OF

POLICE COVERED UP...And NOT a full report from the RSS...Will a (( FULL )) report of the RSS

published this time about the police KILLING OF THE TWO YOUNG MEN IN LINDEN NOW Mr

Ali ?.

0 0

Dr. Victor

Reply

−
16 days ago

why only at linden do the police see it necessary to start with lethal force whenever there is a

ppc administer in the musical chairs , no one has attached the police , the man was not a

convicted criminal , wanted for questioning do not make anyone a criminal ,

1 0

Col123

Reply

−> Dr. Victor

16 days ago

Mr Boston was murdered by cops in his bed ..you know where, hopefully!
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Paul

Reply

−
16 days ago

The situation is not going good in Guyana right now look to me like some people think there

are above the laws and one more thing I have seen under the Burnham regime so much Afro

Guyanese get shoot and kill by the police and Burnham never go to anyone house to offer

this sympathy and nobody never come out to cause disturbances.

0 0

Quincy Bailey

Reply

−> Paul

16 days ago

BARHAM come on man the guy Die 40 years ago and what do these senseless

Killing have to do with Burnham somebody make this make sense

0 0

Paul

Reply

−> Quincy Bailey

15 days ago

Look to me like you don"t understand my sentence Burnham never went to

anyone house to offer his sympathy if there were kill by the police under

his regime like wise President Ali goes all over to meet people.

0 0

flabbygasted

Reply

−
16 days ago

There was a few social media views and sources showing the younger Mohamed

there. He remarked he was there to quell any riots and show support for the Parents and

families. To me that is revealing as an intent to politicise the event and not so subtle a

showing, looks like Guyana style/election year, more and more war is being declared against

the PPP.

Not too long ago it was the AFC (Disaster) now it looks like the future election will have new

competition. from a new and unpredictable source.

I also heard Ali answering some questions regarding the Mohameds and latter day supposed

protection the Family enjoyed and how times have changed.

His answers showed that1) He is not that articulate for a President of a country.

2) He was getting more excited the more he replied and was showing a fearful response

instead of a measured and calm one.

stay tuned folks.

0 0

Sam Champs −
16 days ago

While the loss of life is regrettable. I saw recently that Linden so called apostle was critical of

the government about a so called rapist. Now people are protesting about that and burning
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roads and pelting the police without allowing the process to play out.
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Col123

Reply

−> Sam Champs

16 days ago

Something is inherently misleading in the headline..Was it the killing of the

bystander that triggered the protest, or was it the murder of the wanted person???

0 0

Iggi

Reply

−> Sam Champs

16 days ago

Careless cops shot the young man in the stomach. No report said he was resisting

arrest. THat he was an accused rapist does not mean he could be shot.

0 0

Jerry Jailall

Reply

−
16 days ago

So let the law take its course. That thing about mayor criticizing That President went only

because he was pressured to do so, why does a Prez have to rush there? That's a Police

matter. You think a Prez has to rush anywhere for any little thing? Why don't Sharma ask the

resigns not not burn and destroy public property? That is most important. The reporters have

not given a balanced view. What is the Police side of the story and evidence from witnesses?

1 1

Blakka

Reply

−> Jerry Jailall

16 days ago

Jerry, as a self-proclaimed transparency advocate, why would you characterize the

brutal deaths of two civilians "any little thing"? Shouldn't the law have been taking

its course from the inception? We have to do better if indeed we claim to be

impartial.
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flabbygasted

Reply

−> Jerry Jailall

16 days ago

Ali went there because he was told to by the V.P.

AND because it is an election year.

1 0

Mike Persaud −> Jerry Jailall

16 days ago

Organizers of protests have to supervise "protestors" to make sure they don't destroy

public and private property. Organizers of these events have a lot of responsibility for
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the "bad things" that happen here.

Now a protestor was shot - he later died. Images of his blood-soaked body are all

over the web - intended to inflame passions and stir angry folks to riot.

We need to examine police actions. To disperse a crowd, first step is Teargas;

second step - read the Riot Act before you fire. This second step must be followed.

I take note of bloggers who say police were pelted with "missiles" - and therefore

police are justified to fire lethal bullets into the crowd. If lives of police officers are

in danger, only then you may fire. This will be the core question for COI.

Missteps by police can potentially lead to deaths of protestors. Death of protestor

can lead to riots.

0 0

truth

Reply

−>Mike Persaud

16 days ago

babu - tell us something NEW NAAH MAAN

0 0

General

Reply

−>Mike Persaud

16 days ago

You know the story of the policeman that caught the the driver breaking

the traffic rules on Vlissengen Road and moved him to Camp street

because he can only spell Camp well this is the fruits of Guyana’s political

leaders. An absolute incompetent and inept policing force that is not

incentivized to do better for themselves nor country. Majority have

minimal knowledge to complete the basic requirements of policing so that

is the main problem in dealing with issues like this one.

1 0

prakash12

Reply

−> Jerry Jailall

16 days ago

Nevertheless, the President did what was necessary. Lives were lost and it was

inevitable that someone be there. Measuring human emotions and actions can be

very difficult.
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flabbygasted

Reply

−> prakash12

16 days ago

"Measuring human emotions and actions" are exactly what the

police are trained to respond to. when mob rules or tries to.

They are usually equipped for just that expectancy.
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prakash12

Reply

−
16 days ago

To Stabroek News, Beakie, and the general public. I humbly apologize to all for a very

sensitive mistake I made on one of my post in yesterday's Stabroek News. Instead of using

the word "unnecessary",I used " necessary ". I didn't realize my error until I read Beakie's

response to my awkward comment. I hope my apology will be considered. Thanks.

1 0

Col123

Reply

−> prakash12

16 days ago

Was this apology necessary?…or unnecessary, or was it a Freudian slip?😁. or you

didn’t post a you tube left wing pitcha cartoon piece for BeakIe?

1 0

prakash12

Reply

−> Col123

16 days ago

Since what I posted was incorrect and sensitive, I saw it necessary to

explain myself.
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Col123

Reply

−
16 days ago

Violence is never a solution! Sad times for Guyana…with a restless population.

Could it be because it’s an election year?..and a parallel authority is now engaged?

It is unclear why the GPF and other law enforcement didn’t turn and look the other way at

protesters at Linden, as they did at Cotton Tree and Mon Repos. Why didn’t they turn and look

the other way at Linden?

Wasn’t it sad seeing them huddled together in their riot gears, pelted with objects?..or was it

amusing?

What was achieved by the GPF with the use of deadly force in both incidents at Linden?

2 0

fmguycan

Reply

−
16 days ago

I get it that people are peeved by the shooting of the alleged wanted accused rapist but

acting in this manner is not in any way the best response.

Let law and order take it course. There are peaceful ways to protest.

Now unfortunately this unruly tribal behaviour has resulted in another life lost.

Two wrongs can never make a right.
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Quincy Bailey

Reply

−> fmguycan

16 days ago

Let law and order take it course, there are peaceful whys to protest.

There hundreds of young black men being shot down in the streets true out the

history of the GPF and their families are still waiting for the law to take its course.

The young man from the Essequibo Coast that was shot and killed in his bed at the

start of this administration are still waiting for the laws to take its course but I

guess that don't really matter to you as long as they are young and black you don't

give a flying French cake

0 0

fmguycan

Reply

−> Quincy Bailey

16 days ago

I agree with you and most are are "Freedom Fightas" named on the plaque

in Buxtan.

It is unfortunate that only one group is primarily seem the victims of police

violence.

What about the majority robbed and murdered in their homes cold

bloodily.

Would you be kind to identify what group they belong too.

0 0

Krish Lall

Reply

−> fmguycan

15 days ago

Quincy & Co are not seeing that side of Guyana's reality. In fact ,

Indo Guyanese are the most victimized group in Guyana & we all

know who are the main perpetrators ...just check the prisons or

ask anyone who are honest enough to tell the truth .

0 0

rich wong

Reply

−
16 days ago

Yesterday SN reported a protester was shot. Today it was a bystander . What changed? A

man died and his family is in grieving .

0 0

prakash12 −
16 days ago

Some things are irreversible, but death goes beyond that concept, especially when the course

of nature wasn't the cause. These incidents have created profound pains and griefs for the

families and everyone concerned. The President knew this is one of those situations he

wished had never happened He acted without hesitation and flew to an unpleasantly
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wished had never happened. He acted without hesitation and flew to an unpleasantly

charged atmosphere where pandemonium filled the air. I've listened to him many a times,

and I know that every cell in his body is primed with compassion. He sees only the human

kind in every man and love them all. I hope his presence and message have been well

received. For the families of the deceased, I feel your pain and give my condolences. I am

also a son of this soil who weather the daily grind. For the departed, I wish their souls

everlasting peace.

1 0

truth

Reply

−> prakash12

16 days ago

r u a psychologist - how do u really know how the president feels

its all politics at play
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prakash12

Reply

−> truth

16 days ago

One doesn't have to be a psychologist to recognize a good character.

0 0

prakash12

Reply

−> truth

16 days ago edited

One doesn't have to be a psychologist to recognized a good person.
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Joint probe of killing of Linden men underway
April 13, 2025

Probe into police fatal shooting of Ronaldo Peters has concluded
April 22, 2025
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