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Boys outside of the Stateway Gardens Housing Project on the South Side of Chicago, May, 1973 (NAID
556163)

The Great Migration was one of the largest movements of people in United States history.
Approximately six million Black people moved from the American South to Northern,
Midwestern, and Western states roughly from the 1910s until the 1970s. The driving force
behind the mass movement was to escape racial violence, pursue economic and
educational opportunities, and obtain freedom from the oppression of Jim Crow.

The Great Migration is often broken into two phases, coinciding with the participation and
effects of the United States in both World Wars. The First Great Migration (1910-1940) had
Black southerners relocate to northern and midwestern cities including: New York,
Chicago, Detroit, and Pittsburgh. When the war effort ramped up in 1917, more able bodied
men were sent off to Europe to fight leaving their industrial jobs vacant. The labor supply
was further strained with a decline in immigration from Europe and standing bans on
peoples of color from other parts of the world. All of this afforded the opportunity for the
Black population to be the labor supply in non-agricultural industries.

Although the migrants found better jobs and fled the South entrenched in Jim Crow, many
African Americans faced injustices and difficulties after migrating. The Red Summer of 1919
was rooted in tensions and prejudice that arose from white people having to adjust to the
demographic changes in their local communities. From World War | until World War Il it is
estimated that about 2 million Black people left the South for other parts of the country.

World War Il brought an expansion to the nation’s defense industry and many more jobs for
African Americans in other locales, again encouraging a massive migration that was active
until the 1970s. During this period, more people moved North, and further west to
California's major cities including Oakland, Los Angeles, and San Francisco, as well as
Portland, Oregon and Seattle, Washington. Within twenty years of World War Il, a further 3
million Black people migrated throughout the United States.

Black people who migrated during the second phase of the Great Migration were met with
housing discrimination, as localities had started to implement restrictive covenants and
redlining, which created segregated neighborhoods, but also served as a foundation for the
existing racial disparities in wealth in the United States.

Records in this topic cover migratory information and trends captured by various branches and
agencies of the government, including employment and housing. There are also records
reflecting cultural and social aspects of the lives of those who participated and were impacted
by the Great Migration.

Search the Catalog for Records relating to the Great Migration (1910-1970)
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Resources
Blogs on the Great Migration from Rediscovering Black History

Text Message: Records Relating to African American History in the National Register of
Historic Places

Unwritten Record: Spotlight Photographer - John H. White
Library of Congress: Research Guide - Great Migration, Finding Pictures
Digital Public Library of America: Great Migration Primary Source Set (4"

Mapping Inequality: Redlining in New Deal America ('

Unexampled Courage

Unexampled Courage, May 21, 2019
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https://rediscovering-black-history.blogs.archives.gov/category/great-migration/
https://text-message.blogs.archives.gov/2021/02/09/records-related-to-african-american-history-in-the-national-register-of-historic-places/
https://text-message.blogs.archives.gov/2021/02/09/records-related-to-african-american-history-in-the-national-register-of-historic-places/
https://unwritten-record.blogs.archives.gov/2020/09/15/spotlight-photographer-john-h-white/
https://guides.loc.gov/great-migration-pictures
https://dp.la/primary-source-sets/the-great-migration
https://dp.la/primary-source-sets/the-great-migration
https://dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/redlining/#loc=5/39.1/-94.58
https://dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/redlining/#loc=5/39.1/-94.58
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AQFnv51HH9U
https://youtu.be/AQFnv51HH9U
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FDR and WWII, Part 5, Towards Racial Equality

Franklin Roosevelt and World War I, Towards Racial Equality, Jun 4, 2014
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