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GUYANA NEWS

APNU+AFC shut out of state boards for dubbing gov’t illegal – Teixeira

By Thandeka Percival 
September 5, 2020 
 
 
 


According to Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and Government, Gail
Teixeira, the APNU+AFC Coalition has not been included in any of the
state boards announced because they continue to refer to the
government as “illegitimate.”

“They say we are an illegitimate government. If we are an illegitimate
government why would you want to sit on any board we are
appointing? They have got themselves into what you call a
problematic position. You can’t say you want to be on boards but you
don’t recognize the government that is appointing those boards,”
Teixeira told Stabroek News yesterday in an invited comment. She
stated that as far as she is aware no request had been made of the
Leader of the Opposition to name any person to sit on state boards.

“We have put members of the parliamentary opposition and non-
governmental organizations on the boards. In the interest of
inclusivity NGOs including opposition parties and civil society have

Gail Teixeira
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been named. We are putting people on the boards we think can
serve the board well,” Teixeira explained.

 Autoplay 1 of 5

As of yesterday, the PPP/C government has published in the official
gazette the names of those who for the next year will sit on the
governing boards of the Guyana Power and Light (GPL), Guyana
Water Incorporated (GWI), the Guyana Oil Company (GuyOil), the
National Communications Network (NCN) and the Gaming Authority.

Lenox Shuman
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Notably while several of the nine smaller parties which contested the
May 2, 2020 elections have been included on these boards the main
opposition has been shut out.

Joshua Kanhai of The New Movement (TNM) told Stabroek News
that his party had been contacted by the government and asked to
name five members who could sit on state boards.

“We were asked to submit names which would be eligible for board
positions. They said to submit names of five persons and their CV
(Curriculum Vitae) so they can be appointed to boards which they
are capable of sitting on,” he explained.

Asked if the party had been told which aspect of the society they
would be expected to represent, Kanhai said no.

So far one member of the TNM, party leader Asha Kissoon has been
appointed a member of the GWI board. Kissoon is a medical doctor.

A similar response came from Lenox Shuman, Leader of the LJP
who explained that while his party was not told whether they were
Civil Society representatives or representatives of the parliamentary
opposition they are “part of the parliamentary opposition”.

Shuman maintained that he could not comment on the exclusion of
the APNU+AFC coalition or government’s motivation.
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“We were contacted and we have made submissions. That is all that
is required of us. We intend to serve to the best of our ability in any
capacity that we can,” he stressed.

Timothy Jonas of A New and United Guyana (ANUG) said that his
party would prefer to see state boards with representation from both
of the larger parties and the newer parties but the issue is outside of
his control.

Continuity

“It has always been ANUG’s argument that if we are to have
continuity in terms of the country’s policy, the country’s plans and
transparency…these boards need to be populated not just by
government people but by opposition people. Government has
reached out to all small parties and asked to name representatives
who are willing to sit on boards… I would like to see the largest
opposition party have two seats [but] I can’t dictate to the PPP/C. If
they say these people try to rig an elections and we not playing with
them I can’t do anything about that [and] we have seen no softening
from the coalition,” he explained. 

ANUG is so far represented on the GuyOil board by Akanni Blair. Also
on this board is leader of the United Republican Party Vishnu
Bandhu.

Leader of The Citizenship Initiative (TCI) Rondha Lam-Singh who has
been named as a member of the GWI board said she was happy that
government was being inclusive.

“We welcome the Government’s efforts to fulfill their campaign
promise of reaching across the aisle to foster inclusive participation
in governance. We look forward to taking the initiative to forge a
strong working relationship with the government and all other
stakeholders in areas we are engaged in,” she said.
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For Leader of the Alliance for Change Khemraj Ramjattan this
inclusiveness is still control.

During a virtual press conference he welcomed the inclusion of the
smaller parties but said that by excluding the main opposition the
PPP/C is once again trying to exert complete control by choosing
who can represent the opposition.

AFC General Secretary, David Patterson went on to note that it was
not for the government to select opposition representatives.

“The Opposition must choose its representatives,” he stressed
adding that while in government the APNU+AFC allowed the Leader
of the Opposition to choose who would represent the party on these
boards.

Earmarked

He shared an image of the gazetted board of the Civil Aviation
Authority showing that  membership was earmarked for a
representative of the parliamentary opposition.

“There were several boards like that where we let the Opposition
choose who they felt had the skillset to sit on the board. Naming the
smaller parties who were supportive of them is just control freakism
again,” Ramjattan stressed.

According to Teixeira it is not true that the PPP/C failed to participate
in all state boards during the tenure of the APNU+AFC nor did they
avoid participation because they felt the government was
illegitimate.

“The two situations are not analogous. In 2015 we conceded defeat,
handed over government and took opposition. We never claimed that
the APNU+AFC was illegitimate, fraudulent etc. We used our right to
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go to an election petition which has not been heard over five years
later,” she stated.

According to Teixeira her party indicated clearly that they would
participate in boards within the social sector such as those
concerned with family, adoption and guardianship.

“On the finance front we asked for certain information so we would
be able to participate effectively and did not receive it. In some
boards we named people and not one of our people were ever
gazetted as members [the gazettes listed representative of the
parliamentary opposition]. In some cases they were called and
participated and in some cases they could not participate because
the people said they had no gazette with their names. It is true that in
some of the gazettes they put representatives of the parliamentary
opposition. In some cases the law required that but in a number of
cases they just put that without asking us to participate,” she
explained.

Asked to respond to concerns that sidelining the coalition is refusing
representation to the more than 200,000 persons who voted for that
party, Teixeira said there are still more than a hundred boards to be
appointed.

“Depends on how they behave. If they continue to call us illegitimate
we’ll have to continue,” she said of further participation.
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Paul • 2 years ago • edited

• Reply •

Anyone remember when Trotman tell the PPP/C in parliament very loud you guys
are the opposition stay like the opposition this is how the APNU /AFC use to
behave in parliament with their one seat extra and what Simona was saying
when she was walking around in parliament videoing her self boom out Jagdeo
he want the oil money but we running thing now well the table turn around now
look who is running thing now the people of Guyana.
△ ▽

pollard • 2 years ago

• Reply •

Wasting your time to clean your conscious.It still duty.
△ ▽

Gtloyal • 2 years ago

• Reply •

The ppp will eventually rule without a parliamentary opposition.
△ ▽

MR TURBO • 2 years ago

• Reply •

I am in total agreement with Gail, i have said before if you believe you were
wronged , you must stand your

ground, Granger is a joker, and i hope Harmon will not be Joker #2 , Aubrey
Norton is looking more like a

true leader for the PNC, but was sidelined by Granger the joker........
 1△ ▽

Fooling the fools  • 2 years ago

• Reply •

> MR TURBO

Aubrey Norton hehehehehhehe another comedian. The APNC needs to
clearly declare that they are a one race party and lay it out....................Do
not hide with the few ornaments. Lay it out make the case and run on that
platform.
△  ▽ 1

Gjones  • 2 years ago

• Reply •

> MR TURBO

This pack of card has more than two jokers. As the games continues
you'll realize how many jokers we have
△ ▽

Ricky • 2 years ago

• Reply •

good Job Gail.
 1△ ▽

WCstar • 2 years ago • edited

• Reply •

The Rabbits were doing the same to the Lions what the PNC is doing now to the
PPP.

Rabbits : We demand equal Rights.

Lions : Show us your Paws first.

PNC : We demand representation on State Agencies.

PPP : Show us your SOP's first.

Story done.
△ ▽

Newbie • 2 years ago

• Reply •

Riggers should not be rewarded.
 2△ ▽

Dr. Victor • 2 years ago • edited

• Reply •

The game is who can teef an election and who can teef the assets of Guyanese
and getaway without doing jail time will be the boss to rule or who could do a
better job of destroying the opposition will win the game .

In the meantime we are creating our own disaster not knowing it
△  ▽ 1

rs dasai • 2 years ago

Ah! Lest they forget, the Opposition is a critical part of the Gvt. If not, let them
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• Reply •

give up their seats as MPs. Or they are ONLY in it for the $$$$$$$?
 3△ ▽

Buxton  • 2 years ago

• Reply •

> rs dasai

See wat Holiness gon do with dem in Jamaica.

PNC is jus there to cause confusion
△ ▽

Muhammad Raoof • 2 years ago • edited

• Reply •

Granger OR the PNChas not officially/publicly conceded/ and the tone from the
PNC camp referring to the Government as illeillegitimate, the PNC went as far as
to walk out of Parliamet without as much as a word, here PNC allyou wanna act
like lil pickinee, you will be treated as such .

Until the PNC cabal go out and "get some vision"to start planning / guiding their
future path as a viable opposition for the betterment of their base as they tried to
claim at times when they are thinking like rational people, they will be treated as
they act."With no apologies" to be given.
 5△ ▽

Phillip d'Aguiar • 2 years ago

• Reply •

Perfectly logical......Way to go! 

The "Duncy" PNC/AFC is Like dogs eating grass!

Why so many here complain, especially in order to obtain sympathy, for the
purportedly sad situation of dysfunctional Fools?....
 6△ ▽

Ashley Singh  • 2 years ago

• Reply •

> Phillip d'Aguiar

"Duncy" ! No Bullies !
△ ▽

Phillip d'Aguiar  • 2 years ago

• Reply •

> Ashley Singh

Yes!.....Bully-ism is certainly the PNC's foremost -ve Character
Trait.....

Thanks!
△ ▽

Xhrp2wkb1 • 2 years ago

• Reply •

I attempted to rob you and now I want a job from you.
 9△ ▽

Ashley Singh  • 2 years ago

• Reply •

> Xhrp2wkb1

Shameless
 1△ ▽

WCstar • 2 years ago

• Reply •

Absolutely correct and right to treat the coalition members in this way.

Which coalition members / supporters subscribe to a Democracy in Guyana ?

Anyone aspiring to be part of the governing Body of Guyana, MUST subscribe to
DEMOCRACY in thought and action.

This subscription does not get mailed in an envelope but is the manner in which
the people freely elect their Leaders.
 3△ ▽

Frenno • 2 years ago

• Reply •

This is exactly why the grey heads should be put out to pasture. Grudge bearing,
bad minded, long winded old crone. Just nasty. Sit down already, lady!
△ ▽

Ashley Singh  • 2 years ago

• Reply •

> Frenno

Refering to David Granger ?
△ ▽

19CAGriffith48 • 2 years ago • edited

"According to Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and Government, Gail Teixeira,
the APNU+AFC Coalition has not been included in any of the state boards
announced because they continue to refer to the government as “illegitimate.”
“They say we are an illegitimate government If we are an illegitimate government
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• Reply •

They say we are an illegitimate government. If we are an illegitimate government
why would you want to sit on any board we are appointing?"

FASCIST-like behaviour on display !

The Moral Majority must intervene before it takes on a character of a lingering
illness. 
It must be cured by all means necessary. 

Should the PPP leadership fail to reverse this reckless and dastardly decision,
they are complicit ... they sent Gail out to do their dirty work while hiding behind
her skirt, the same skirt she wore when she accompanied the Feral Blaster who
unsuccessfully failed to ruin our 4th July party in GT.
 1△  ▽ 1

Ashley Singh  • 2 years ago

• Reply •

> 19CAGriffith48

Tit for tat
 1△ ▽

rich wong  • 2 years ago

• Reply •

> 19CAGriffith48

No place at the trough for the curry is spicy
 2△ ▽

19CAGriffith48  • 2 years ago

• Reply •

> rich wong

Bolts curry powder 'hot' in a Bunjal is good eating plus it slackens
one's sinus thus requiring Kleenex being offered with the meal.
 1△ ▽

WCstar  • 2 years ago • edited

• Reply •

> 19CAGriffith48

This government has the RIGHT to make just demands of the PNC in
view of the five months following the March elections.

A famous remark of Dr. Jagan was, " You cannot build Socialism without
Socialists". I rest my case.

RIGGERS cannot and must not take part of the spoils of Democracy !!

However, I agree that any further blasting by the known "Feral Blaster"
must be curtailed. That was not mature and intelligent behaviour !
 4△ ▽

19CAGriffith48  • 2 years ago

• Reply •

> WCstar

" A famous remark of Dr. Jagan was, " You cannot build Socialism
without Socialists". 

I rest my case.

No case is rested or closed until I say so !

FYI, "... the more openly Marxist-oriented ideology of Cheddi
Jagan, leader of the chief opposition People’s Progressive Party
(PPP). (For documents on the U.S. and British intelligence
agencies’ success in 1964 promoting Forbes Burnham over
Cheddi Jagan, see National Security Archive briefing book no.
700.) or accept the word and true scoop from yours truly. 

I await your response,and do take your time, I'm a retiree and plan
on living forever, so far,so good. 

BTW, the Feral Blaster is now disguised as a blonde.
△ ▽

Dr. Victor  • 2 years ago

• Reply •

> WCstar

Can you see where the PPPc is heading??

I am witnessing a Putin type of socialism, hope you will have the
courage to come and enjoy with we in Guyana, by leaving the free
USA ,Star
△ ▽

Ashley Singh  • 2 years ago

• Reply •

> Dr. Victor

"I am witnessing a Putin type of Socidalism" .If it was a
Putin style, they all would have been POISONED.
△ ▽

This comment was deleted.
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rs dasai  • 2 years ago

• Reply •

> Guest

But not fooled.
 2△ ▽

itmickey • 2 years ago

• Reply •

Ow Gail ...forgive them nah....De m short sighted...
 2△ ▽

Kassem_B • 2 years ago • edited

• Reply •

'the APNU+AFC Coalition has not been included in any of the state boards
announced because they continue to refer to the government as “illegitimate.”'

Then quite right to shut them out.

Their own daft leadership
 2△ ▽

What is right • 2 years ago

• Reply •

PNC paying for running dey mouths and "hot hands". If they are let into the
governance, what else will they try to tief? Once a thief, always a thief.
 2△ ▽

WRodney • 2 years ago

• Reply •

Come on Gail, which honest Guyanese with integrity WOULD not want to sit on a
board with Lowenfield, Mingo, Cathy, Ramjattan, Broomes, Vulga, etc etc .oh fat
cat Ganesh ...
 3△ ▽

Ashley Singh  • 2 years ago

• Reply •

> WRodney

You did not include Nagamootoo.
 1△ ▽

Ralph • 2 years ago • edited

• Reply •

Gail is another just like volda and the geriatrics over at pnc, washed up stale
leadership whose only talent is brinksmanship bluster and fluff!!! These are a
group of folks that never achieved anything for the nation and thrive and survive
through political drama. Get lost Gail you represent the past guyanese are trying
to bury. We got rid of the pnc the ppp is next!!!!!
△  ▽ 1

Fooling the fools  • 2 years ago • edited

• Reply •

> Ralph

Comparing Gail to Volda is like comparing fine wine to coca cola.
 1△ ▽

Dee  • 2 years ago • edited

• Reply •

> Ralph

Ralph, stop it with the geriatrics comment.
△ ▽

Ralph  • 2 years ago

• Reply •

> Dee

It's a fact that is manifest in their ideas and execution of old
malpractices. Their time is past they are old washed political
detritus from 52 years of political grudges and we all lost!! no
winners.!!!
△ ▽

Watch Good • 2 years ago

• Reply •

The PPP is quickly turning into an autocratic entity. Instead of resisting the
temptation to conveniently divide and conquer, they are now vaulting down a
precipitous path of exclusion and separatism which will result in a country that is
irreparably divided.

How does the PPP plan to govern a democratic republic with no checks and
balances and oversight? This behavior is cringe worthy at best and will alarm
those on either side of the political divide who have Guyana’s best interest at
heart.
△ ▽

Gt Playaz  • 2 years ago

• Reply •

> Watch Good

So why did the PNC walked out of parliment?
△ ▽
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p y

Dr. Victor • 2 years ago

• Reply •

That is a good recipe , for dictatorship to be molded , it will trickle down to our
police departments , Guyanese you are been forgetful .

If you don't support every word and our actions you will feel the hand of our one
seat power, given to us by God and the ABC folks .
 1△  ▽ 1

QUINCY BAILEY • 2 years ago • edited

• Reply •

I am yet to be convinced that this cabal is anything but dictatorial, even if you
were go by the election results 48% didn't voted for the ppp but having said that
the Guyana constitution is the beginning and the end of our problems
 2△  ▽ 2

Dee  • 2 years ago

• Reply •

> QUINCY BAILEY

I guess the riggers were angels
 2△ ▽

QUINCY BAILEY  • 2 years ago

• Reply •

> Dee

Fool it takes all to move this country foreword you simply can't
exclude 50 % of the population and expect to have progress
 1△ ▽

Muhammad Raoof  • 2 years ago

• Reply •

> QUINCY BAILEY

Boy, the 50%walked out from Parliamet like lil children,
the50 %were holding this nation hostage for some 5
months where was your voice then now youall want
inclusion after call the govt illeillegitimate only hyprocrites
seek to want something from illeillegitimate operators, are
you a subscriber to that ?
△ ▽

rs dasai  • 2 years ago • edited> QUINCY BAILEY

QB
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